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may be grave doubts as to the actual state of affairs, though
the absence of certain signs may give rise to suspicion. The
animal is uneasy, and strains, yet the vulva is not enlarged,
and the flow of mucus observed in the preliminary stage of
ordinary parturition is not apparent. To be certain of the
extra-uterine position of the foetus, a vaginal examination may
be made of the uterus, by which the os uteri is found not
to be dilated, and the uterus empty. A rectal examination
may discover the presence of a foetus in the abdomen, but
it is frequently difficult to be quite sure that the uterus
is empty. Palpation of the abdomen is useful, especially in
carnivora. Here the foetus may be found fixed more or less
to the abdominal wall.
In vaginal pregnancy there is, of course, an absence of
the usual signs of abdominal gestation, unless this is going
on concurrently. The animal shows symptoms which should
lead to exploration of the vagina, when the fcetal tumour will
be encountered. This will probably be attached to the floor
of the passage, from which it will be easily removed. In
many cases of the extra-uterine pregnancy the discovery is
only made post-mortem.
If the diagnosis is well established, and the animal can be
utilized for food, it is generally better to have it destroyed
if in fair condition. In other cases, where the life of the
animal is endangered, the removal of the foetus may be
considered. In the carnivora the removal of the foetus is
likely to be successful. The operation consists first of
a laparotomy, as in Csesarian section, and, secondly, the
enucleation of the foetus and its envelopes from their point
of attachment. Where fistulae form, they should be opened,
the remains of the foetus taken away, and the wound treated
antiseptieally. /
Spurious or Pseudo-Pregnancy.
Spurious pregnancy is a designation applied in veterinary
practice to certain accidents,' characterized by the develop-
ment of special pathological productions which may probably
be due to a previous conception, and which more or less
simulate normal pregnancy. Such cases are not common,